
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zaner-Bloser Word Wisdom Grade 3 
Pacing Chart 

4 weeks, 5 days a week, 90 minutes each day 

 
 

In this sample summer school unit, a variety of approaches enable students to develop vocabulary, 
to experience Latin roots and prefixes in the context of nature study, and to exercise writing skills. 
The study of movement-related phenomena enlarges the vocabulary of students to enhance the 
dynamic qualities of their writing.  The inherent interest in Venus flytraps and other phenomena of 
nature lends itself as a topic which is both absorbing and useful, and can be expanded easily into 
individualized personal projects or reading reports.  
 
Movement/Unit 3: Every day, people and animals are constantly on the move. In this unit, 
students will learn words related to movement. (p. T50) 
 
Living Things/Unit 4: Earth is home to an amazing variety of living things ranging in size 
from tiny microbes to the enormous blue whale. To appreciate the diversity and complexity of life on 
Earth, students need a rich vocabulary.  In this unit, students will learn vocabulary words related to 
living things.  (p. T72) 
 
Through Unlocking, Processing, and Applying activities, students will experience: 

• deep processing of meaning 
• multiple word interactions 
• word meanings through context 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Word Wisdom Pacing Chart 
4 weeks, 5 days a week, 90 minutes each day 
 
Week 1 
Day 1 
Unit 3 
Part 1 
 
Pretest p. T225 
 
Activate Prior 
Knowledge 
activity p. T50  
 
Read "The Monarch 
Butterfly: 
Butterflies on the 
Move”  p. 50 
 
Introduce Context 
Clues Strategy p. 
51 
 
Use strategy for 
Unlock the 
Meanings exercise 
p.52 
 
Listening and  
Vocabulary 
activity p. T52  

 
Day 2 
 
Use Context 
Clues: 
prediction exercise.  
Use Word List to 
complete the chart 
p. 53 
 
Word Journal 
activity p. T53  
 
Process the 
Meanings exercise 
p. 54  
 
Speaking and 
Vocabulary 
activity p. T54 
 
 

 
Day 3 
 
Apply What 
You've Learned 
exercise p. 55 
 
Write-It! activity 
p. T55 
 
Learning Styles: 
Collaborative 
activity p. T55 
 
Posttest p. T225 

 
Day 4 
Part 2 
 
Pretest p. T226 
 
Activate Prior 
Knowledge 
activity p. T56 
 
Read "In the News: 
The Missing 
Doughnuts”  p. 56 
 
Practice the 
Context Clues 
Strategy p. 57 
 
Use Word 
Wisdom CD-ROM 
p. T57 
 
Unlock the 
Meanings Latin 
Roots exercise 
p. 58 
 
Reteaching 
activity  p. T58 

 
Day 5 
 
Roots and 
Prefixes activity 
p. 59  
 
Process the 
Meanings exercise 
p. 60 
 
Enrichment 
activity p. T60 
 
Apply What 
You've Learned 
exercise p. 61  
 
Listening & 
Vocabulary 
activity p. T61 
 
Posttest p. T226 

Week 2  
Day 6 
Part 3 
 
Pretest p. T227 
 
Activate Prior 
Knowledge p. T62 
  
Read "Moving 
Through Air: The 
Sport of Diving” 
p. 62 
 
Practice the 
Context Clues 
Strategy p. 63 
 
Unlock the 
Meanings exercise 
p. 64 
 
Second-
Language 
Learners activity 
p. T65 

 
Day 7 
 
Find the 
Meaning exercise 
p. 65 
 
Process the 
Meaning exercise 
p. 66 
 
Enrichment 
activity p. T66  
 
Apply What 
You've Learned 
exercise p. 67 
 
Write-It! Activity 
p. T67 
 
Posttest p. T227 

 
Day 8 
Part 4 
 
Review 
Sort by Syllables 
and Find Roots 
exercise p. 68 
 
Demonstrate 
Word Knowledge 
activity p. 69 
 
Taking 
Vocabulary Tests 
p. 70 

 
Day 9 
 
Build New Words 
exercise p. 71 
 
Speak It! activity 
p. 71 
 
Connect to 
Mathematics 
activity on p. T70 
 
Unit Posttest p. 
T228-229 
 

 
Day 10 
Unit 4 
Part 1 
 
Pretest p. T230 
 
Activate Prior 
Knowledge p. T72  
 
Read "Bug Eaters: 
The Venus Flytrap”  
p. 72 
 
Introduce Context 
Clues Strategy p. 
73 
 
Unlock the 
Meanings exercise 
p. 74 
 
Word Journal 
activity p. T74 
 
 



Week 3  
Day 11 
 
Use Context 
Clues: prediction 
exercise. Use Word 
List to complete 
the chart p. 75  
 
Writing & 
Vocabulary 
activity p. T75  
 
Process the 
Meanings exercise 
p. 76  
 
 

 
Day 12 
 
Apply What 
You've Learned 
exercise p. 77 
 
Learning Styles: 
Collaborative 
activity p. T77 
 
Write It! activity 
p. 77 
 
Posttest p. T230 

 
Day 13 
Part 2 
 
Pretest p. T231 
 
Activate Prior 
Knowledge p. T78 
 
Read "Living 
Against the Odds: 
Desert Plants”  p. 
78 
 
Practice the 
Context Clues 
Strategy p. 79 
 
Unlock the 
Meanings Latin 
Roots exercise p. 
80 

 
Day 14 
 
Roots and 
Prefixes activity 
p. 81 
 
Process the 
Meanings exercise 
p. 82 
 
Apply What 
You've Learned 
exercise p. 83 
 
Speaking & 
Vocabulary 
activity p T82 
 
Posttest p.T231 
 

 
Day 15 
Part 3 
 
Pretest p. T232 
 
Activate Prior 
Knowledge p. T84 
 
Read "Birds of 
Prey: Hunters of 
the Sky”  p. 84 
 
Practice the 
Context Clues 
Strategy p. 85 
 
Unlock the 
Meanings exercise 
p. 86 
 
Find the 
Meaning  exercise 
p. 87 
 
 

Week 4 
Day 16 
 
Process the 
Meanings exercise 
p. 88 
 
Listening & 
Vocabulary 
exercise p. T86 
 
Learning Styles: 
Collaborative 
activity p. T88 

 
Day 17 
 
Apply What 
You've Learned 
exercises p. 89 
 
Write It! activity 
p T89 
 
Posttest  p. T232 
 

 
Day 18 
Part 4 
 
Introduce Living 
Things Review 
Unit p. T90 
 
Sorting activity 
p. 90 
 
Matching the 
Words p. 91 
 
Demonstrate 
Word Knowledge  
p. 91 

 
Day 19 
 
Words from the 
Wise p. T91 
 
Taking 
Vocabulary Tests 
p. 92 
 
Connect to 
Science activity p. 
T92 

 
Day 20 
    
Play with 
Language 
exercise 
p. 93 
 
Speak It! activity 
p. T93 
 
Unit Posttest  
p. T233-234 
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