
Grades 1–6

Word Studies Consulted 
in Compiling the Spelling 
Connections Word List
The American Heritage Word Frequency Book, 

Carroll et al. (1971)

“The Barbe, O’Rourke, Nault (BORN) Word 
List,” Barbe et al. (1987)

“A Basic Core for Writing,” Fitzgerald 
(1951)

Basic Elementary Reading Vocabularies, Harris 
and Jacobson (1972)

A Basic Vocabulary of Elementary School 
Children, Rinsland (1945)

The Basic Writing Vocabulary, Horn (1927)

Canadian Word Lists and Instructional 
Techniques, Thomas (1974)

Computational Analysis of Present-Day 
American English, Kucera and Francis 
(1967)

“High-Frequency Word List for Grades 3 
through 9,” Walker (1979)

Instant Words, Fry et al. (1985)

The Living Word Vocabulary, Dale and 
O’Rourke (1981)

“Nault Content Words” (Grades 1–8),  
Nault (1988)

The New Iowa Spelling Scale, Green (1954)

“100 Words Most Often Misspelled by 
Children in the Elementary Grades,” 
Johnson (1950)

Phoneme-Grapheme Correspondence as Cues to 
Spelling Improvement, Hanna et al. (1966)

The Reading Teacher’s Book of Lists, Fry, 
Kress, and Fountoukidis (2000)

Spelling Difficulties in 3876 Words, Gates 
(1937)

The Teacher’s Word Book of 30,000 Words, 
Thorndike and Lorge (1944)

3000 Instant Words, 2nd ed., Sakiey and Fry 
(1984)

“220 Basic Sight Words,” Dolch (1939)

“2000 Commonest Words for Spelling,” 
Dolch (1942)Written Vocabulary of 
Elementary School Children, Hillerich 
(1978)

Written Vocabulary of Elementary School 
Pupils, Ages 6–14, Smith and Ingersoll 
(1984)
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