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Models and Guidelines

There are writing models in your book.
The models are on guidelines.

4 N [

A <1— Headline
> ——A——«—Midline
j— <3— Baseline
<f— Descender Space
\. J \\ J

The red arrows and numerals show
you how to write each letter.

Start at the green dot when you frace
and write.

Stop and Check

When you see a @ sign, circle
the best letter you wrote on that line.

Circle the best letter on this line.

ada qo

Keys to Legibility

There are four kinds of keys in your
book. These Keys to Legibility will remind
you to check the Shape, Size, Spacing,
and Slant of your writing.

The Keys to Legibility will help you
make your writing legible. Legible
means easy fo read.

TYYY
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Manuscript Basic Strokes jl h

Vertical Lines Some letters and numerals have lines that are straight up and
down. Trace the straight up and down lines in each letter and numeral.

" bioh T ELGSGH

Trace and write these letters and numerals that have vertical lines. Start at the green dot.

—— - — —_—— — — — = = — — — — g — — — — —mml, — — — — - — == — e — — — — me——— - — — N — — — — - — — —

Horizontal Lines Some letters and numerals have lines that slide right or slide —_—
left. Trace the slide lines in each letter and numeral.

fFteH J G /2 57

Trace and write these letters and numerals that have horizontal lines. Start at the green dot.

77777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777
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Manuscript Basic Strokes

Circle Lines Some letters and numerals have forward circle or backward circle @ @
lines. Trace the circle or part of the circle in each letter and numeral.

ceqC Obop23

Trace and write these letters and numerals that have circle lines. Start at the green dot.

right. Trace the diagonal lines in each letter and numeral.

x z kv W Q A X/

Trace and write these letters and numerals that have diagonal lines. Start at the green dot.

Diagonal Lines Some letters and numerals have lines that slant left or slant // \ /

Unit 1 ¢ 7



@ — — 1. Pull down
3, straight. Lift.
T ej T | 2 Slideright. Lift
1. Circle back. , 1. Slide right. — k== | 3.5lide right; stop
Circle back. short. Lift.
- |} Y. Slide right.
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Write the words and sentences.

s

Slant Circle a
word that has good
7777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777 vertical slant.

18 o Unit 1




el a M -
1. Pull down 1. Circle back 1
4 : straight. Lift. all the way i Y [ _
1. Curve back; : 2, Slide right. around; push ' =~
pull down Y Lift. up straight. Pull 1. Circle back.
straight. Lift. 3. Slide right; down straight; Slide left.
2. Slide right. - stop short. curve back. -

Unit 1 ¢ 19



Write the words and sentences.

Shape
Circle your best
7777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777 letter that has a

circle line.

20 e Unit 1



Cursive Basic Strokes

Undercurve An undercurve is one of the
basic strokes used to write cursive letters.

An undercurve stroke swings up. Z //

Trace an undercurve stroke at the beginning of each lowercase letter.

ST T S L

=z A . i _j_f""i ______ ._"""7/_
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Cursive Basic Strokes

Downcurve A downcurve is one of the
basic strokes used to write cursive letters.

I
A downcurve stroke dives down. f- (/

Trace a downcurve stroke at the beginning of each lowercase lefter.

Unit 2 » 47



Cursive Basic Strokes 4

Overcurve An overcurve is one of the
basic strokes used to write cursive letters.

An overcurve stroke bounces up. //. /ZZ

Trace an overcurve stroke at the beginning of each lowercase letter.

48 e Unit 2



Cursive Basic Strokes

Diagonal A diagonal is one of the basic
strokes used to write cursive letters.

A diagonal stroke slides down. / /

Trace a diagonal stroke in each lowercase lefter.

sy Fr

gy T

Unit 2 » 49



Circle | and _¢~ in these words.

| A |2 s e interesti ng insects

Lift.

3. Dot W&d/ém/g/ inaecta
\ y

Trace and write. Notice the undercurve beginning. @ Circle your best ¢

Join ¢~ and _¢~. The ending stroke of the first letter begins the second letter. Finish the joining before dotting
the _¢. @ Circle your best joining.

56 * Unit 3



Circle 1 and L in these words.

T /é " 2 Sons v tractor tilli ng

Lift.

3. Slide right. /Z[/I/WW : : -
L y /éy%mg/ :.

Join _Z and other lefters Finish the joining or word before crossing the _t. % Circle your best joining
and your best word.

Size Circle your
best tall letter.

Unit 3 » 57




Circle u and _¢¢” in these words.

1. Undercurve.

2. Slant; undercurve. u Se-FU | um brel |O

: 3. Slant; undercurve.
L y MW e lla

Trace and write. Notice the undercurve beginning. @ Circle your best _¢¢.

Join _¢¢/ and other letters. @ Circle your best joining and your best word.

W"_W""W"_—W""W""
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W AL | 2 sent e winter wind blows
3. Slant; undercurve.

. Checlsiroke winder winds Hlow =
\ y

Spacing Circle a

word you wrote that

h d joinings.
as good joinings Unit 3 » 59




Cursive in the Real World

Why Do You Write? On the following pages, you will write about many interesting things. You will write
for many reasons. Thinking about Shape, Size, Spacing, and Slant will help you make your writing easy to
read. Read to find out why these students are writing.
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Informative/Explanatory
My Classroom Write facts about your classroom. You might include what your classroom looks like,

how many students are in your class, or what you learn in your classroom. Remember to indent the
first line of each paragraph you write and leave space for margins.

160 * Unit 4



Sentence Read the sentence below. It includes every letter of the alphabet.
The cLuic|< brown fox J'umps over the |oz>/ clog.

Write the sentence in your best manuscript handwriting. Then write the sentence again in your best

cursive handwriting.

4 )
_____________________________________________ My writing has good
> Shape ]
@ Size ]
_____________________________________________ @ww Spacing []
L @ Slant ] )
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