
2M

Teacher Edition

HW_25_2M_TE_cover.indd   1HW_25_2M_TE_cover.indd   1 1/29/25   3:51 PM1/29/25   3:51 PM

SA
MP
LE



Occupational Therapy Consultants
Asha Asher, MA OTR/L, FAOTA, MEd (Special Education), Redlands, CA
Carol Armann, OTR/L, Marietta, OH  

ELL Consultants
Ellen Riojas Clark, PhD, Professor Emerita of Bicultural-Bilingual  

Studies, University of Texas at San Antonio
Patricia Sánchez, PhD, Associate Professor of Bicultural-Bilingual Studies, 

University of Texas at San Antonio

Reviewers © 2020
Julia Ann Agard, University of Nebraska at Kearney, NE
Jeffrey Armann, Frontier Local School District, OH
Ramona Blair, Bellwood School District 88, IL
Denise Brosius, Caesar Rodney School District, DE
Dr. James Troutman, Ed.D., University of Houston, TX
Kathy Twaroski, Ashwaubenon School District, WI
Valerie White, St. Anne’s Episcopal School, Middletown, DE
Iefay A. Williams, School District of Philadelphia, PA

© 2025 Zaner-Bloser, Inc. All rights reserved.

ISBN 978-1-4531-1937-2

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including 
photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without the prior written permission of the Publisher. 
The Publisher has made every effort to trace ownership of all copyrighted material and to secure necessary permissions. If questions 
about the use of any material arise, the Publisher will make any necessary corrections.

This book is printed on paper certified by third-party standards for sustainably managed forestry.

Zaner-Bloser, Inc.
800.421.3018
zaner-bloser.com
Printed in the United States of America ScoutAutomatedPrintCode ZB Code 25

Art: Gail Armstrong: Cover; Kevin Zimmer: xvi, xvii, xx, 1, 33, 45, 61, 73, 
108, 116, 120; Tim Beaumont/Painted Words: iii, iv, 34–36, 38, 40, 46–52, 
54, 56, 57, 59; Nathan Jarvis: iii, 76, 77, 82, 90, 91; Jan Bryan-Hunt/
Painted Words: 2, 3, 106, 107; Mircea Catusanu/Painted Words: iv, 10, 12, 
14, 16, 18–20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 29, 31, 33; Cheryl Mendenhall/Cornell & 
McCarthy: 43; Gary Krejca/Wilkinson Studios: iv, 62, 78, 79, 86, 100; Bob 
Masheris/Wilkinson Studios: v, 64, 66–68, 70, 71, 80, 81, 84, 88, 89, 98, 
99, 102.

Literature: “City” by Langston Hughes, from The Collected Poems of Langston 
Hughes, by Langston Hughes. Edited by Arnold Rampersad with David 
Roessel, Associate Editor. ©1994 by The Estate of Langston Hughes, Alfred 
A. Knopf, an imprint of the Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group, a division of 
Penguin Random House, LLC. All rights reserved.
Photos: © Zaner-Bloser: xx; George C. Anderson Photography, Inc.: 4, 5, 
17; ©iStock.com/ilbusca: 45; ©iStock.com/shaunl: 61; ©Pavel L Photo and 
Video/Shutterstock.com: 73.

HW_25_2M_TE_00i_xviii.indd   2HW_25_2M_TE_00i_xviii.indd   2 1/28/25   1:05 PM1/28/25   1:05 PM

Za
ne

r-B
los

er
 

Sa
mple



 iii

Research
The Importance of Handwriting in Today’s  

Classrooms  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . x

Why Zaner-Bloser?
We Are Literacy  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .xii
Our Approach: The Gold Standard in  

Instruction . . .for Gold Star Results!  .  .  .  .  .  . xiii
American Handwriting—Our Visible  

Heritage of Language  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . xiii
Start with the Four Keys to Legibility .  .  .  .  .  . xiv
Basic Strokes Form the Foundation .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .xv
Groupings, Patterns, and Progress  .  .  .  .  .  . xvi
Cross-Curricular Connections . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . xxii

Program Components
Student Edition: Hands-On Practice  .  .  .  .  . xviii
Teacher Edition: Fast, Efficient Instruction  .  . xix
Your Components at a Glance  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .xx
Multisensory Materials and Classroom Kits . xxi
Extend the Learning Experience Online  .  .  . xxii

English Language Learners
Handwriting Instruction and English  

Language Learners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . xxiii

Handwriting Contest
Do Your Students Have the “Write” Stuff? . xxiv

Time-Saving Routines for  
Teaching Handwriting

Unit 1: Getting Started
Explore Your Book .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1
Evaluate: Pretest  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2
Practice: Writing Positions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4
Write: Basic Strokes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6

Vertical Lines  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6
Horizontal Lines .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7
Circle Lines  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8
Diagonal Lines  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9

Evaluate: Keys to Legibility  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10
Shape  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10
Size  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12
Spacing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 14
Slant  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16

Unit 2: Writing Numerals
Write: 1–5  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 18
Write: 6–10  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19
Review: 1–10 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20

Table of Contents

HW_25_2M_TE_00i_xviii.indd   3HW_25_2M_TE_00i_xviii.indd   3 1/28/25   1:06 PM1/28/25   1:06 PM

Za
ne

r-B
los

er
 

Sa
mple



Unit 3:  Writing Letters and Words
Write: l, i, t  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 22
Write: L, I, T  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 24
Write: o, a, d  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 26
Write: O, A, D  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 28
Review: Ll, Ii, Tt, Oo, Aa, Dd  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 30
Apply: Invitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 31
Evaluate: Keys to Legibility  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 32

Write: c, e, f .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 34
Write: C, E, F  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 36
Write: g, j, q  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 38
Write: G, J, Q  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 40
Review: Cc, Ee, Ff, Gg, Jj, Qq  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 42
Apply: A Pretty Place .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 43
Evaluate: Keys to Legibility  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 44

Write: u, s  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 46
Write: U, S .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 48
Write: b, p, r  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50
Write: B, P, R  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 52

Write: n, m, h .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 54
Write: N, M, H .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 56
Review: Uu, Ss, Bb, Pp, Rr, Nn, Mm, Hh  .  . 58
Apply: A Funny Book .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 59
Evaluate: Keys to Legibility  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 60

Write: v, y, w  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 62
Write: V, Y, W  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 64
Write: x, k, z  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 66
Write: X, K, Z  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 68
Review: Vv, Yy, Ww, Xx, Kk, Zz  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 70
Apply: Travel Journal .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 71
Evaluate: Keys to Legibility  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 72
Review: Uppercase Letters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 74

Unit 4:  Using What You Have 
Learned

Apply: Handwriting in the Real World  .  .  .  . 76
Why Do You Write? .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 76
Number Fun  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 78
Number Land  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 80
Ideas  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 82
Web  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 84
Email  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 86

iv

HW_25_2M_TE_00i_xviii.indd   4HW_25_2M_TE_00i_xviii.indd   4 1/28/25   1:06 PM1/28/25   1:06 PM

Za
ne

r-B
los

er
 

Sa
mple



 v

Apply: Narrative .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 88
It’s So Cold!  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 88
It’s So Warm!  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 90

Apply: Opinion  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 92
My Favorite Color  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 92
Book Review  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 94
The Best Pet .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 96

Apply: Informative/Explanatory  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 98
My Favorite Meal .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 98
Helping Hands  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100
I Can Do It!  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 102
My Classroom .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 104

Evaluate: Sentence  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 105
Evaluate: Posttest .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 106

Additional Resources  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 108

HW_25_2M_TE_00i_xviii.indd   5HW_25_2M_TE_00i_xviii.indd   5 1/28/25   1:06 PM1/28/25   1:06 PM

Za
ne

r-B
los

er
 

Sa
mple



vi

Handwriting: A Foundational Skill for 
Literacy Development
In an increasingly digital learning landscape, handwriting 
remains a foundational skill for literacy development. The act 
of handwriting supports the brains of developing readers. As 
students practice forming letters, they learn to recognize these 
letters when they read. And when students develop strong 
handwriting skills, they are better equipped to express and 
share their ideas.

The short-term outcomes of the Zaner-Bloser Handwriting 
method include enabling efficient, legible, and automatic 
written communication. As students learn the craft of 
handwriting, they build the skills to self-evaluate. Students 
see their handwriting skills improve over time, and their 
confidence grows.

Long-term outcomes include building community, curiosity, 
and confidence in learning. Students can extend their 
handwriting expertise to other content areas, such as taking 
notes in classes. Automatic handwriting skills give students 
more opportunities to share their thoughts and ideas and form 
connections to communities of learners.

In both the short- and long-term, the Zaner-Bloser Handwriting 
method emphasizes engagement, efficiency, legibility, and 
automaticity.

• Engagement invites students to participate in multiple 
learning opportunities as they develop their handwriting 
skills. Lessons have interactive elements, such as “Stop and 
Check” prompts that help students self-review, and creative 
grade-appropriate activities that provide independent 
handwriting practice. In addition, the Digital Tutor feature 
provides a QR code students can access outside of the 
classroom. These and other features help students stay 
motivated and take charge of their own learning.

• Eff iciency helps students develop the skills to accurately 
and automatically use script to write by hand. The 
curriculum provides scaffolding and direct, explicit 
instruction for an efficient learning process. Letters are 
grouped by formation characteristics to accelerate learning 
acquisition. The practice of forming different letters 
strengthens muscle memory.

• Legibility ensures handwriting is easy to read and 
appropriate to the task at hand. The curriculum’s Keys to 
Legibility™ help teachers deliver consistent instruction and 
evaluate progress. Students can use the Keys to self-correct 
and receive specific, targeted feedback. When students’ 
handwriting becomes more legible, they are better able to 
share their writing with others.

• Automaticity enables students to generate script with 
ease. To build automaticity, the curriculum uses strategies 
such as spaced practice, which distributes multiple sessions 
over long time periods, and interleaving, which combines 
acquired skills with new skills. These strategies are based 
in cognitive science and proven to improve retention. 
They support other learning processes, like spelling and 
executive function. As students pay less attention to the 
physical practice of writing, they can focus on the thoughts 
and ideas they want to express.

The full Zaner-Bloser Handwriting foundations paper, with 
references, is available at zaner-bloser.com

Eff icacy
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zaner-bloser.com

At Zaner-Bloser, we create tools for educators that help elementary students become 
more joyful, creative learners and communicators.

We support teachers’ efforts to inspire “aha” moments—moments of discovery, 
accomplishment, pride, surprise, delight—that reward students and enable them to 
unlock the power of learning.

Let’s work together to create classroom environments where community, curiosity, 
and confidence thrive!

Why Zaner-Bloser?

“Aha” moments are empowering, 
enlightening, and self-reinforcing! 
Our resources encourage students’ 

short-term gains and promote 
long-term, positive outcomes.
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viii

Why Zaner-Bloser?

Basic Strokes Form the Foundation 
Manuscript
Four basic lines, or strokes, are used to form all manuscript letters and numerals— 
vertical, horizontal, circle, and diagonal.

Cursive
For grades 2–6, four basic strokes are used to form all cursive letters and numerals. These four 
strokes are undercurve, downcurve, overcurve, and diagonal.

MNOPOPOPOPOPOP
Touch the baseline;  
curve under and up to the 
midline (or  headline).

q Qq Q MNOPOPOPOPOPOP
Touch the midline (or 
 headline); curve left and 
down to the baseline.

w  Ww  W MNOPOPOPOPOPOP
Touch the baseline;  
curve up and right to the 
midline (or headline).

e Ee E MNOPOPOPOPOPOP
Touch the midline (or 
 headline); slant left to  
the baseline.

r Rr R

Vertical Horizontal

EFGHGHGHGHGH

EFGHGHGHGHGH
Pull down straight.

Push up straight.

A a

S s

A a

S s

EFGHGHGHGHGH

EFGHGHGHGHGH
 Slide right.

 Slide left.

D

F

D

F EFGHGHGHGHGH
Slant 
left.

Slant 
right.

:L>:L>
Slant 
up.

DiagonalCircle

EFGHGHGHGHGH

EFGHGHGHGHGH
 Circle back.

 Circle forward.

Gg

Hh

Undercurve Downcurve Overcurve Diagonal
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Why Zaner-Bloser?

Groupings, Patterns, and Progress 
For both manuscript and cursive handwriting, Zaner-Bloser presents the letters of the alphabet in groups. Each group shares 
common strokes, formation patterns, and visual attributes. When a child sees an individual letter, such as manuscript a, and 
attempts to write it, he or she may look at the letter and try to copy its shape. In many cases, this practice results in self-
invented and inefficient methods for writing letters, such as starting the letter at the baseline instead of the midline or using 
a forward circle line instead of a backward circle line. By presenting a with other letters that contain backward circle lines, 
such as o and d, children are able to see patterns and learn to write letters correctly and efficiently.

Manuscript Groupings
Manuscript groupings are based on the strokes used to form the lowercase letter form (these are the letters most frequently 
used) of each lowercase/uppercase letter pair.

• Vertical and horizontal strokes: l, i, t (L, I, T)
• Forward circle and backward circle strokes: o, a, d, c, e, f, g, j, q, u, s, b, p, r, n, m, h  

(O, A, D, C, E, F, G, J, Q, U, S, B, P, R, N, M, H)
• Diagonal strokes: v, y, w, x, k, z (V, Y, W, X, K, Z)

Cursive Groupings
In grades 2–6, cursive groupings are based on the initial stroke used to form each letter.

Lowercase
• Undercurve letters: i, t, u, w, e, l, b, h, f, k,r, s, j, pi, t, u, w, e, l, b, h, f, k,r, s, j, p

• Downcurve letters: a, d, g, o, c, qa, d, g, o, c, q

• Overcurve letters: n, m, y, x, v, z n, m, y, x, v, z

Uppercase
• Downcurve letters: A, O, D, C, EA, O, D, C, E

• Curve forward letters: N, M, H, K, U, Y, Z, V, W, XN, M, H, K, U, Y, Z, V, W, X

• Overcurve letters: I, J, QI, J, Q

• Doublecurve letters: T, FT, F

• Undercurve-Loop letters: G, S, LG, S, L

• Undercurve-Diagonal letters: P, R, BP, R, B

Joinings Groupings
The nine cursive joinings are named by the ending stroke of the first letter to the  
beginning stroke of the next letter. The joinings are organized in three groups.

Undercurve
• Undercurve-to-Undercurve
• Undercurve-to-Downcurve
• Undercurve-to-Overcurve

Overcurve
• Overcurve-to-Undercurve
• Overcurve-to-Downcurve
• Overcurve-to-Overcurve

Checkstroke
• Checkstroke-to-Undercurve
• Checkstroke-to-Downcurve
• Checkstroke-to-Overcurve
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Why Zaner-Bloser?

Shape, Size, Spacing, and Slant—Four Keys to Legibility™—are the basis of Zaner-Bloser’s unique  
instructional system. The Keys form an assessment rubric for teachers and students (see page 111  
of this book). The Keys appear in the Student Edition to help students self-evaluate their handwriting.  
Self-evaluation is a key component in building confidence and helping students take ownership of  
their learning.

Legibility 

Grade 2M Student Edition pages

Manuscript writing has 4 kinds of lines.

Evaluate

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

10 • Unit 1

Keys to Legibility
Make your writing easy to read.

Look at the shape of your letters.

Write the words. Pull down straight or push up straight to write vertical lines.

Write the words. Slide left or slide right to write horizontal lines.

vertical
diagonal

horizontal circle

A F jkh : L

parrot snail newt dog

tiger elephant deer fish
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12 • Unit 1

Write the words. Make sure your tall letters touch the headline.

Tall Letters Short Letters
Tall letters touch  
the headline. Some letters go below  

the baseline.

Short letters touch  
the midline.

Short Letters 
With Descenders

Keys to Legibility
Make your writing easy to read.
Look at the size of your letters.

hamster rabbit frog cat

salamander     goldfish     turtle

A b C y j ga e o
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Clear, consistent terminology 
throughout the Student Edition, 
across all grades
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Why Zaner-Bloser?

In Unit 4, students have multiple opportunities to demonstrate their growing abilities. Exercises 
challenge students to use their handwriting skills in meaningful contexts, across disciplines, and in 
different types of writing styles.

When these opportunities are presented, critical thinkers and advancing writers are encouraged  
to apply!

Cross-Curricular Connections

Grade 2M Student Edition pages

Apply
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Unit 4 • 91

Write a story about what you like to do when the weather is warm.
Be sure to leave space for margins.

Slant Circle three  
words you wrote that 
have good slant.
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Unit 4 • 101

Write a list of ways to help at home. Be sure to leave space for margins.

Apply

Ways to Help at Home

Spacing Circle three  
words you wrote that 
have good spacing.
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Unit 4 • 93

Write your favorite color. Then give reasons that color is best. Include a concluding sentence. 
Remember to leave space for margins.

 My favorite color is
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Program Components

Your Components at a Glance 
Teacher Edition
Everything you need to teach students to write legibly and fluently in 
as little as 15 minutes per day

• Research-based instruction

• Simple, three-step lessons

• Additional resources, including multimodal activities to 
differentiate instruction, teaching tips, and authentic handwriting 
opportunities

Student Edition
Meaningful, engaging handwriting practice and application

• Developmentally appropriate content

• Colorful, fun activities

• Opportunities for self-evaluation

Practice Masters
Opportunities to strengthen students’ 
handwriting skills and involve families

• Reproducible practice pages for students

• Practice writing letters, words, and sentences

• Can be used in small groups, centers, or  
for homework

2M

2M2M

800.421.3018  |  zaner-bloser.com
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Program Components

MyZBPortal.com 

MyZBPortal.com
The free digital tools at MyZBPortal.com engage students and support teachers 
in handwriting instruction. They are designed for whole-class or small-group 
instruction and can be used with any interactive whiteboard or projector. Access 
materials easily—everything you need is organized by lesson!

• Animated Letter and  
Numeral Models

• Teacher Edition eBook

• Printable Home Practice pages

• Corrective Strategies

• Short instructional videos

• Matching with Zaney games

• Professional development and more!

ZB Worksheet Maker  ZB Worksheet Maker allows teachers to create 
documents using Zaner-Bloser’s manuscript and cursive alphabets. ZB Worksheet 
Maker provides grade-specific templates for a variety of documents and includes 
Spanish characters.

Templates include
• How-To Organizer
• Cause-and-Effect Chain
• Story Map

• Friendly Letter
• And more!

Digital Tutor  QR codes throughout the Practice 
Masters link to Animated Letter Models and how-to 
videos. Simply scan with a mobile device to watch. 

Handwriting Quest  The Handwriting Quest is a 
student-facing, interactive experience that encourages 
proper writing technique. Students can digitally trace 
letters and numbers and then progress to freewriting. 
Using a touchscreen device, students can receive 
feedback on letter formation and apply the Keys to 
Legibility tools to assess growth.

ZB Worksheet Maker

Handwriting Quest Animated Letter Model

Introduction

Digital Tutor
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WriteWrite
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6 • Unit 1

Write the sentence.

Trace and write these letters and numerals that have vertical lines.
Start at the green dot.  Circle your best vertical line.

Vertical Lines Some letters and numerals have lines that are straight up and 
down. Trace the straight up and down lines in these letters and numerals.

Write
Basic Strokes

A S

 t  d  h  j  B  D  F  H  9  1 

 Some strokes are vertical lines.

A S

 t  d  h  j  B  D  F  H  9  1 

 t  d  h  j  B  D  F  H  9  1
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Everyday Tasks Simple everyday tasks can help improve hand strength, 
which is important for all fine motor tasks. For example, have one student use 
a spray bottle to water plants. Have another student use clothespins to hang 
class artwork on a string. Have a third student use a spray bottle to wash the 
board with water. Choose three students each week to complete these tasks; 
rotate the assignments to give all students the chance to do each one.

Occupational Therapist Tip

Objective: Practice writing vertical lines.

3. Evaluate
Tell students that when they 
come to the stop sign symbol, 

they should stop writing and circle 
their best vertical line.

Use these questions to help students 
evaluate their writing:

• Does each vertical line begin at the 
green dot?

• Did you pull down straight or push 
up straight to make your letters and 
numerals with vertical strokes?

1. Model
Direct students to look at the letters 
and numerals on the student page. 
Ask them to think about vertical 
lines and describe what they see in 
these examples. (There is at least one 
vertical line in each.)
Draw two vertical lines with two 
starting points (one at the top and 
one at the bottom) on guidelines on 
the board. Model forming vertical 
lines in the air as you say the stroke 
formations. Have students repeat your 
words and skywrite the lines.

2. Practice
Ask students to complete the student page 
at a literacy center, during independent 
work time, or for homework.

Basic Strokes

Basic Stroke Models 
and Formations

Pull down straight.

Push up straight.
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 Unit 1 • 7

WriteWrite
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Unit 1 • 7

Trace and write these letters and numerals that have horizontal lines.
Start at the green dot.  Circle your best horizontal line.

Write the sentence.

Horizontal Lines Some letters and numerals have lines 
that slide right or slide left. Trace the slide lines in each 
letter and numeral.

Basic Strokes

Write

D
F
D
F

 e  t  f  z  A  G  F  I  5

 Some strokes are horizontal lines.

e  t  f  z  A  G  F  I  5

e  t  f  z  A  G  F  I  5
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Multilingual Learners
Stroke Description Vocabulary Remind students that vertical lines are up 
and down lines. Write vertical = straight-up-and-down on the board and then 
stand at your desk with your arms straight over your head. Ask a student to 
come to the board and draw lines that look like your position. Have students 
repeat the word vertical and then practice writing vertical lines on lined paper.

For more practice, download the Practice 
Masters from MyZBPortal.com, or make 
copies using the Practice Masters booklet.

Practice Masters 4–5

Practice Master 5
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Basic Strokes: Horizontal Lines
Trace the horizontal lines in these letters and numerals.

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLA F H E G e f t z 4 7 2 5
Write the slide right lines. Start at the dot. 
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Write the slide left lines.
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D
F
D
F

D

F

D D D D D D D

F F F F F F F

Name:
IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

Practice Master 4
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Basic Strokes: Vertical Lines
Trace the vertical lines in these letters and numerals.

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLD  K  F  N  P  l t h i b 9 4 5
Write the pull down straight lines. Start at the dot.
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Write the push up straight lines.
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A

S

A A A A A A A A A A

S S S S S S S S S S

A SA S

Name:
IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

Home Practice

Objective: Practice writing horizontal lines.

2. Practice
Ask students to complete the student page 
at a literacy center, during independent 
work time, or for homework.

3. Evaluate
Tell students that when they 
come to the stop sign symbol, 

they should stop writing and circle 
their best horizontal line.

Use these questions to help students 
evaluate their writing:
• Did you slide right or slide left to 

make your letters and numerals with 
horizontal strokes?

• Are your vertical lines straight up 
and down? Are your horizontal lines 
straight across?

1. Model
Direct students to look at the letters 
and numerals on the student page. 
Ask them to think about horizontal 
lines and describe what they see in 
these examples. (There is at least one 
horizontal line in each.)
Draw two horizontal lines with two 
starting points (one on the left and 
one on the right) on guidelines on 
the board. Model forming horizontal 
lines in the air as you say the stroke 
formations. Have students repeat your 
words and skywrite the lines.

Basic Strokes

Basic Stroke Models 
and Formations

 Slide right.

 Slide left.
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Write the sentence.

Trace and write these letters and numerals that have circle lines.
Start at the green dot.  Circle your best circle line.

Write

Circle Lines Some letters and numerals have forward circle or 
backward circle lines. Trace the circle or part of the circle in each letter 
and numeral.

Basic Strokes

GHG

 a  d  f  o  C  B  P  3  8 

 Some strokes are circle lines.

H

 a  d  f  o  C  B  P  3  8 

 a  d  f  o  C  B  P  3  8
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Alphabet Stencils Clear and neat handwriting is dependent on smooth fine 
motor control. To assist with improving fine motor control, have students 
use alphabet stencils to trace letters as they write their spelling words.

Occupational Therapist Tip

Objective: Practice forward circle lines and backward circle lines.

3. Evaluate
Tell students that when they 
come to the stop sign symbol, 

they should stop writing and circle 
their best circle line.

Use these questions to help students 
evaluate their writing:

• Does each letter or numeral begin at 
the green dot?

• Do your short circle lines touch the 
midline and the baseline?

• Do your tall circle lines touch the 
headline and the baseline?

• Are your circle lines round?

1. Model
Direct students to look at the letters 
and numerals on the student page. 
Ask them to think about circle lines 
and describe what they see in these 
examples. (There is a curved or circle 
line in each.)
Draw two circle lines with two starting 
points (one at the one o’clock position 
and one at the nine o’clock position) on 
guidelines on the board. Model forming 
circle lines in the air as you say the 
stroke formations. Have students repeat 
your words and skywrite the lines.

2. Practice
Ask students to complete the student page 
at a literacy center, during independent 
work time, or for homework.

Basic Strokes

Basic Stroke Models 
and Formations

 Circle back.

 Circle forward.
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Unit 1 • 9

Trace and write these letters and numerals that have diagonal lines.
Start at the green dot.  Circle your best diagonal line.

Write the sentence.

x z k v W Q A X 7

Write

Diagonal Lines Some letters and numerals have lines 
that slant left or slant right. Trace the diagonal lines in 
each letter and numeral.

Basic Strokes

: L >: L >

 w  y  z  V  X  Q  Y  Z  K  7

 Some strokes are diagonal lines.

 w  y  z  V  X  Q  Y  Z  K  7

 w  y  z  V  X  Q  Y  Z  K  7
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Multilingual Learners
Making Connections Draw a picture of a playground slide on the board. 
Explain that the slide makes a diagonal line, just like the one students use to 
make letters with diagonal lines. Then draw a diagonal line on the board. Say, 
“This line is diagonal.” Write some letters on the board that have no diagonal 
lines and others that have diagonal lines. Ask volunteers to come to the board 
and circle the letters that have diagonal lines.

For more practice, download the Practice 
Masters from MyZBPortal.com, or make 
copies using the Practice Masters booklet.

Practice Masters 6–8

Practice Master 8
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Draw a picture using four kinds of lines.

Basic Strokes Review
Write these lines.

Name:
IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

Home Practice

Practice Master 7
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Basic Strokes: Diagonal Lines
Trace the diagonal lines in these letters and numerals.

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLA  Z   X   y   k   2   7
Write the slant right lines. Start at the dot. 
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Write the slant left lines.

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL 

Write the slant up lines.

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL 

\/?\/?

\\ \ \ \ \ \ \ \

// / / / / / /

?? ? ? ? ? ? ?

Name:
IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL
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Basic Strokes: Circle Lines
Trace a circle or part of a circle in these letters and numerals.

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLO  G  R  B  g  p  6  9
Write the circle back lines. Start at the dot. 

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

Write the circle forward lines.

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL 

GHGH

GG

GHH  H  H  H  H  H

G  G  G  G  G  G

Name:
IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

Objective: Practice writing diagonal lines.

3. Evaluate
Tell students that when they 
come to the stop sign symbol, 

they should stop writing and circle 
their best diagonal line.

Use these questions to help students 
evaluate their writing:
• Does each letter or numeral begin at 

the green dot?
• Do your short diagonal lines touch 

the midline and the baseline?
• Do your tall diagonal lines touch the 

headline and the baseline?
• Are your diagonal lines straight?

1. Model
Direct students to look at the letters 
and numerals on the student page. 
Ask them to think about diagonal 
lines and describe what they see in 
these examples. (There is at least one 
diagonal line in each.)
Draw three diagonal lines (one that 
slants left, one that slants right, and 
one that slants up) on guidelines on 
the board. Model forming diagonal 
lines in the air as you say the stroke 
formations. Have students repeat your 
words and skywrite the lines.

2. Practice
Ask students to complete the student page 
at a literacy center, during independent 
work time, or for homework.

Basic Strokes

Basic Stroke Models 
and Formations

Slant 
left.

Slant 
right.

Slant 
up.
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WriteWrite

EFGHGHGHGHGHGHGH

EFGHGHGHGHGHGHGH

EFGHGHGHGHGHGHGH

o

a

d

o

a

d2. Practice
Ask students to complete the student 
pages at a literacy center, during 
independent work time, or for 
homework.

1. Model
Write the letters o, a, and d on 
guidelines on the board as you say the 
letter formations, or display the Animated 
Letter Models at MyZBPortal.com.

Talk about the shape of lowercase o, 
a, and d. Ask students to name things 
that look like these letters. (Examples: 
The o looks like a circle.You can see 
circles in the letters a and d. Lowercase 
d looks like an upside-down p.)

Use skywriting to model writing 
o, a, and d as you repeat the letter 
formations. Have students say the 
letter formations with you as they 
skywrite the letters or use their index 
finger to trace the letter models at the 
top of the student page.

b and d To help students remember which direction lowercase letters b and 
d face, have them make the “thumbs up” sign with both hands, palms and 
fingers facing toward the body. This should spell “bed” without the e in the 
middle. The left hand makes a b, and the right hand makes a d. Students 
can use this as a visual strategy to develop directionality.

Occupational Therapist Tip

Objective: Practice writing o, a, and d.

 1. Circle back all the  
way around.

 1. Circle back all the way 
around; push up straight. 
Pull down straight.

 1. Circle back all the way 
around; push up straight. 
Pull down straight.

Letter Models 
and Formations

Visit MyZBPortal.com  
for Animated Letter  
Model videos.

Write

 1. Circle back 
all the way 
around.

 1. Circle back 
all the way 
around; push 
up straight. Pull 
down straight.

 1. Circle back 
all the way 
around; push 
up straight. Pull 
down straight.

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

IJKLKLKL IJKLKLKL IJKLKLKL
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Trace and write.  Circle your best o, a, and d.

o

o

d

a

dao

o o o o o o

a a a a a a

d d d d d d

o o o o o o

a a a a a a

d d d d d d

da

o o o 

o o o

a a a 

a a a

d d d 

d d d
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WriteWrite

Each letter should have the 
 correct spacing. Ask,
• Do you have the correct amount  

of spacing between the letters in 
your words?

• Do you have the correct amount of 
spacing between the words in your 
sentences?

3. Evaluate
Tell students that when they 
come to the stop sign symbol, 

they should stop writing and circle 
their best letter.

Use these questions to help students 
evaluate their writing:

• Is your o round? Does your o rest on 
the baseline?

• Does the pull down straight stroke in 
your a touch the circle?

• Is your a written between the mid-
line and the baseline?

• Is the backward circle in your d 
round? Is your pull down straight 
line straight?

For more practice, download the Practice 
Masters from MyZBPortal.com, or make 
copies using the Practice Masters booklet.

Practice Masters 20–22, 68

Practice Master 68
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Letter 
Formation

Home 
Practice

Name:
IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

Note to Families: In handwriting, we have been 
learning the letters o, a, and d. Review the models 
at the bottom of the page with your child. To reinforce 
these letters, spend a few moments completing the 

activity together. For additional practice, have your 
child use his or her finger to write the letters o, a, 
and d in the air.

Cut out the letter cards. Make textured letters by attaching dry noodles, sand, or glitter with glue. 
Trace the letters with your finger, following the correct letter formation.

 1. Circle back all the  
way around.

EFGHGHGHGHoo   1.  Circle back all the way around;  
push up straight. Pull down straight.

EFGHGHGHGHaa   1.  Circle back all the way around;  
 push up straight. Pull down straight.

EFGHGHGHGHdd

oo ddaa
Letter Models  

and Formations

Digital Tutor

Write the letters and words.

Name:
IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

 ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

 ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl 
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Letter 
Formation
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Home 
Practice

Letter Model  
and Formation

Digital Tutor

EFGHGHGHGHd d  1. Circle back all the way around; push up 
straight. Pull down straight.  

 

 d d d d d d d
 d d

 dash dear desk doll

 drum deep done dream 

 dirty, dusty dog

dd

Write the letters and words.

Name:
IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

 ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

 ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl 

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

IJKLKLKLKLKLKL

Letter 
Formation
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Home 
Practice

Letter Model  
and Formation

Digital Tutor

EFGHGHGHGH

 1. Circle back all the way around; push up 
straight. Pull down straight.

 aa

 a a a a a a a
 a a

 able across afraid alike 

 apart arm arrow art

 an angry ant

aa

Write the letters and words.

Name:
IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

 ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

 ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl 

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

IJKLKLKLKLKLKL

Letter 
Formation
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Home 
Practice

Letter Model  
and Formation

Digital Tutor

EFGHGHGHGH

 1. Circle back all the way around. 
 o o 

 o o o o o o o
 o o

 ocean office once oil

 own order onto orange

 our old oven

oo

Multilingual Learners
Native Languages Encourage students to name landforms in their native 
country. Ask volunteers to write on the board the words for these landforms 
in their native language. If possible, translate the words into English and 
write the English translations on the board. Say both names for each term 
and compare the two words. Try to come up with words using the letters  
o, a, and d.

Home Practice

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL
ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL
28 • Unit 3

Write the words that name landforms.

Write a sentence about a landform you have seen.

Spacing Circle 
two words with 
good spacing 
between them.

desert bay island

ocean mountain valley

plain dune canyon
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WriteWrite

EFGHGHGHGHGHGHGH

EFGHGHGHGHGHGHGH

EFGHGHGHGHGHGHGH

O

A

D

O

A

D2. Practice
Ask students to complete the student 
pages at a literacy center, during 
independent work time, or for 
homework.

1. Model
Write the letters O, A, and D on 
guidelines on the board as you say the 
letter formations, or display the Animated 
Letter Models at MyZBPortal.com.

Talk about the shape of uppercase O, 
A, and D. Ask students to name things 
that look like these letters. (Examples: 
The O is a large circle. The A looks 
like a triangle with two sides extended. 
The D resembles an O with a flattened 
left side.)

Use skywriting to model writing O, 
A, and D as you repeat the letter 
formations. Have students say the 
letter formations with you as they 
skywrite the letters or use their index 
finger to trace the letter models at the 
top of the student page.

Specific Feedback Make sure to give students feedback about their letters 
in terms they can understand. For example: “That A needs a sharper point.” 
“Try making your O rounder.” “Make sure your D is not floating.” Also 
praise students by putting a star above letters or words that are formed and 
sized correctly.

Occupational Therapist Tip

Objective: Practice writing O, A, and D.

 1. Circle back all the  
way around.

 1. Slant left. Lift. 
 2. Slant right. Lift. 
 3. Slide right.

 1. Pull down straight. Lift.
 2. Slide right; curve 

 forward; slide left.

Letter Models 
and Formations

Visit MyZBPortal.com  
for Animated Letter  
Model videos.

Write

 1. Circle back 
all the way 
around.

 1. Slant left. Lift. 
 2. Slant right. 

Lift. 
 3. Slide right.

 1. Pull down 
straight. Lift.

 2. Slide right; 
curve 
 forward; 
slide left.
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IJKLKLKL IJKLKLKL IJKLKLKL
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Trace and write.  Circle your best O, A, and D.

D

A

O

DAO

O O O O O

A A A A A

D D D D D

O O O O O

A A A A A

D D D D D

DAO

O O O 

O O O

A A A 

A A A

D D D 

D D D
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WriteWrite

Each letter should have the 
 correct slant. Ask,
• Is your paper positioned correctly?
• Are your letters straight up and 

down, not leaning to either side?

3. Evaluate
Tell students that when they 
come to the stop sign symbol, 

they should stop writing and circle 
their best letter.

Use these questions to help students 
evaluate their writing:

• Is your O round? Does it touch both 
the headline and the baseline?

• Is your A about the same width as 
the model? Is your slide right stroke 
on the midline?

• Is your D about the same width as 
the model? Is your curve forward 
stroke rounded?

For more practice, download the Practice 
Masters from MyZBPortal.com, or make 
copies using the Practice Masters booklet.

Practice Masters 23–25, 69

Practice Master 69
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Letter 
Formation

Home 
Practice

Name:
IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

Note to Families: In handwriting, we have been 
learning the letters O, A, and D. Review the models at 
the bottom of the page with your child. To reinforce 
these letters, spend a few moments completing the 

activity together. For additional practice, have your 
child make letter cards with these letters and place 
them on items around your home that begin with  
O, A, and D.

Trace the shaded letters in the picture. Color the picture.

A A

D
D

 1. Circle back all the way around.

EFGHGHGHGHOO  1. Slant left. Lift.
 2. Slant right. Lift.
 3. Slide right.EFGHGHGHGHAA  1. Pull down straight. Lift.

 2. Slide right; curve forward; slide left.
EFGHGHGHGHDD

Letter Models  
and Formations

Digital Tutor

Name:
IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL
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Letter 
Formation
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Write the letters and sentences.

EFGHGHGHGH

 1. Pull down straight. Lift. 
 2. Slide right; curve forward; slide left. DD

 D D D D D D D
 D D

 Dustin drove to Denver.

 Didi invited Dustin to dinner.

 Does she cook noodles?

DD

Name:
IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL
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Write the letters and sentences.

EFGHGHGHGH

 1. Slant left. Lift.
 2. Slant right. Lift. 
 3. Slide right.A A 

 A A A A A A   

 A A

 Mrs. Adams asked a question.

 Asa answered Mrs. Adams. 

 Amy agreed with Asa.

AA

Name:
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Write the letters and sentences.

EFGHGHGHGH

 1. Circle back all the way around. 
 O O 

 O O O O O O
 O O

 Omar hiked the Oregon Trail.

 Olga lives on October Street. 

 Omar is older than Olga.

OO

Multilingual Learners
Graphic Organizer Write the headings lowercase letters and uppercase 
letters on the board. Write the letters l, i, t, L, I, T, o, a, d, O, A, D to the 
side on the board. Ask volunteers to say which heading each letter belongs 
under. Ask volunteers to write the letters in the appropriate categories on the 
board. Have all students write the headings and letters on paper.

Home Practice
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30 • Unit 3

Write a sentence about the continent you live on.

Write the sentences about landforms.

Oceans cover part of Earth.

A continent is huge.

Deserts are dry places.

Slant Circle a  
letter that is straight  
up and down.
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 Unit 3 • 31

ReviewReview

Native Languages Ask students to say in their native language the words 
for the holidays they wrote on the student page. You might need to explain 
the significance of some or all of these holidays in the U.S. Ask volunteers 
to write the names of the holidays on the board and pronounce the words 
for the class. Invite volunteers to share names of holidays from their native 
country.

Multilingual Learners

Objective: Review Ll, Ii, Tt, Oo, Aa, and Dd.

2. Practice
Ask students to complete the student page 
at a literacy center, during independent 
work time, or for homework.

3. Evaluate
Use these questions to help 
students evaluate their writing:

• Did you write with correct strokes 
so your letters have good shape?

• Did you write letters with good size 
to fit the writing space?

• Did you use correct spacing?
• Are your letters straight up and down?

1. Model
Direct students to look at the letters 
being reviewed and ask them what 
strokes the letters have in common. 
(Most are made with vertical lines. 
Some have circles and curves. One  
letter has diagonal lines.)
Review the letter formations and 
model any letters students have 
 difficulty writing. 

Ask volunteers to give verbal 
descriptions of the letters. Challenge 
the other students to identify the letters 
being described. Then write the letters 
on guidelines on the board.

ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
ijklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklklkl
IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

Unit 3 • 31

Write the list of holidays.

Ll Ii Tt Oo Aa Dd
Review

Our Favorite Holidays

Indigenous Peoples’ Day

Thanksgiving Day

Arbor Day     Labor Day
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ApplyApply

Occupational Therapist Tip
Fill in the Blank Practice forming and spelling words by playing Fill in 
the Blank. Provide students with two of the letters in a three-letter word. 
For example, write __ A T on the board. Instruct students to write as many 
words as possible that include the letters A T at the end. To further improve 
endurance and hand strength, have students draw a picture of each word 
they come up with.

Objective: Write an invitation using legible handwriting.

3. Evaluate
Use these questions to help  
students evaluate their writing:

• Did you write with correct strokes so 
your letters have good shape?

• Are your letters the right size?
• Did you use proper spacing between 

your letters and words?
• Does your writing have uniform  

vertical slant?

1. Model
Write several words from the student 
page on the board. Think aloud as you 
talk through the correct formation of 
the letters in each word. 

Ask volunteers to evaluate the words 
according to the Keys to Legibility.

2. Practice
Ask students to complete the student 
page at a literacy center, during 
independent work time, or for 
homework.

Apply

It’s a Par ty!
Date: Labor Day
Time: 11:00 A.M.
Place: Olivia’s House
Let’s all have fun!

32 • Unit 3

Invitation Write the invitation to a holiday party. Leave space for margins.
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Handwriting in the Real World 
Ideas Before you write, think about your topic. Make a list 
of ideas for your story.

Here are some ideas for a story about a fox.
Write words that tell what the fox is like and what it does.

Describing Words

red
small
quick
daring
smart

Action Words

runs
jumps
looks
hides
eats

HW_25_2M_SE_084_097_XXXXX.indd   84HW_25_2M_SE_084_097_XXXXX.indd   84 1/15/24   11:38 AM1/15/24   11:38 AMObjective: Practice writing ideas using legible handwriting.

ApplyApply
Handwriting in 
the Real World

84 • Unit 4

Instruct students to brainstorm their 
own words about a fox before writing 
them on the lines. Then brainstorm 
with students animals they might 
like to draw and write about on the 
following student page. If necessary, 
write specific words or facts on the 
board or on chart paper.

1. Model
Explain to students that writers use 
a variety of strategies to prepare or 
organize for writing. One of the first 
requirements for writing is choosing 
a topic. Once the writer has a specific 
writing focus, ideas and details can 
begin to flow.

Direct students to look at the 
illustration of the fox and the lists of 
describing and action words on the 
student page. Encourage students to 
explain how the words on the lists 
relate to the illustration. 

Warm Up Before giving a lengthy writing assignment, allow students to 
make sure they are physically ready for the work. For most students it is 
easier to complete assignments that require more attention and endurance 
following such physically demanding activities as recess or physical 
education. Physical exertion serves as a good warm-up for other tasks. If 
your class schedule will not permit this, consider having students jump or 
run in place before long assignments.

Occupational Therapist Tip

Evaluating Size Help students 
identify letters that are tall or short 
or have a descender. Hold a brief 
discussion comparing the size of 
the letters.

Teacher Tips
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Choose an animal to write about. Draw a picture in the box.  
Then write words that tell what the animal is like and what it does.

Shape Circle three  
words you wrote that 
have good shape.
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3. Evaluate
Each letter should have a unique, 

easy-to-read shape. Ask, 
• Do your letters have good shape?
• Is your writing easy to read?

2. Practice
Ask students to complete both 
student pages at a literacy center, 
during independent work time, or for 
homework. Tell them to use their best 
handwriting.

Multilingual Learners
Making Connections Ask students to discuss animals that are native to 
their country of origin. If possible, ask them to bring in photographs or 
pictures. Display the images in the classroom and have students label them. 
Also encourage students to bring in photographs or illustrations of their 
pets. Display these pictures as well and ask students to write the name 
of their pet beside its picture. (These images are referenced again in the 
Multilingual Learners activity on page 87.)

Evaluating Shape Challenge 
students to look at letters in the 
words on page 84 and find letters 
within letters. For example, r can 
be found in n.

Teacher Tips
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Handwriting in the Real World 
Web Write the words to complete the web.

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL
read

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL
eat

call Grandpa

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL
clean up

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL
finish picture

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL
study spelling  

Things
to Do
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Direct students to look at the web 
on the student page. Explain that a 
web is a way to organize or display 
information in an easy-to-read form. 

Talk about reasons for creating a 
Things to Do web. Brainstorm with 
students the different tasks one might 
include in such a web.

1. Model
Remind students that writers use 
a variety of strategies to prepare or 
organize ideas for writing. Explain 
that some helpful organizers include 
a web, a Venn diagram, a spider map, 
a compare-and-contrast chart, a story 
frame, a topic organizer, an outline, 
and note cards.

Connect-the-Dots Students who have a hard time completing writing 
assignments as efficiently as their peers might have difficulties processing 
visual information into written work. Some students might need extra time 
or assistance when copying letters or sentences from the board. To improve 
visual motor skills, provide connect-the-dot worksheets. Remind students to 
keep their lines as straight as possible when connecting each dot.

Occupational Therapist Tip

Pencil Position Many students 
hold their pencil too close to the 
point. To help them correctly 
position their fingers on the pencil, 
provide commercial pencil grips 
during handwriting practice. 
Alternatively, demonstrate how to 
wrap a rubber band tightly around 
the pencil at least an inch away 
from the point. Explain that the 
rubber band provides a guide for 
where to hold the pencil and keeps 
the fingers from slipping.

Teacher Tips
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Complete this web by writing things you need to do.

IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL IJKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKLKL
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My Things
to Do

Size Circle three  
words you wrote  
that have good size.
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3. Evaluate
Each letter should have the 

 correct size. Ask, 
• Do your letters have good size?
• Do your letters touch the guidelines 

in the same places as the model  
letters?

2. Practice
Ask students to complete both 
student pages at a literacy center, 
during independent work time, or for 
homework. Tell them to use their best 
handwriting.

Multilingual Learners
Graphic Organizer Draw a web on the board or on large chart paper. 
Refer students to the pictures and photographs of animals and pets they 
brought to class (see the Multilingual Learners activity on page 85). Ask 
them to complete a web that describes how the animals look, sound, and 
feel. Have them discuss these features and ask volunteers to write describing 
words on the diagram.

Evaluating Size Help students 
identify letters that are tall or short 
or have a descender. Hold a brief 
discussion comparing the size of 
the letters.

Teacher Tips
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