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Hil I'm Zaney, and I'll be your handwriting pal
as you learn and practice throughout the year.
Handwriting helps us learn and share our ideas
with others. Let’s get started!
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You write for many reasons at school, at home, and

in your community. The lessons in this book will help
~ you write legibly so you and other people can easily
7 read what you have written.

Models and Guidelines Stop and Check
There are writing models in your book. Evaluating your own handwriting is a
The models are on guidelines. good habit to form. When you see the
Stop and Check @ sign in this book,
( N [ . ) , stop and circle the best letter you wrote
—_— <1— Headline i
on that line.
__@l__ — — /=y — — <f— Midline
<4— Baseline
<f— Descender Space
\ A J
The red arrows and numerals show you Keys fto Legib“ﬂy
how fo write each lefter. You will see the Keys to Legibility™

throughout this book. They will help
you remember to check the Shape,
Size, Spacing, and Slant of your
writing o make sure it is easy to read.

ARRI

Unit 1 ¢ 1

Start at the green dot when you frace
and write.




Review

Manuscript Letters and Numerals Although most of your writing will be in cursive, you will still use
manuscript for things such as labels, signs, and filling out forms.

Ac Bb Cc Dd FEe Ff Gg
Hh L Jj Kk LI Mm Ns
Co Pp Q¢ R Ss Tt U
W W Xx Yy Zs

2 3 4% o 6 /7 & 9 [0

Use your best manuscript to write the following.

Write your name. Write your initials and a friend’s initials.

Use one of the ideas below and your best manuscript handwriting to write a sign for your
classroom door.

2 o Unit 1



Review

Cursive Letters and Numerals You will use cursive to write things such as your signature, notes,
and answers to test questions.

a BbF Co JTd Eo TP Lg
Ml Mo by KA L0 Mam
o O Fop Qp v sha T
U Vor Worr X WYrp Jpr
/2 53 Y4 5 6 75 9 /0

Use your best cursive to write the following.

Write your name.

Unit 1 ¢ 3



Basic Strokes

Undercurve An undercurve is one of the basic strokes used
to write cursive letters. An undercurve stroke swings up.

Find an undercurve stroke at the beginning of each letter. Write
the letters. % Circle your best undercurve stroke.

Downcurve A downcurve is one of the basic strokes used
o write cursive letters. A downcurve stroke dives down.

Find the downcurve stroke at the beginning of each letter. Write
the letters. @ Circle your best downcurve stroke.

8 ¢ Unit 1



Basic Strokes

é )
Overcurve An overcurve is one of the basic strokes used to
write cursive letters. An overcurve stroke bounces up.
________ r_______/(ﬁ________
Find the overcurve stroke at the beginning of each letter. Write
the lefters. @ Circle your best overcurve stroke. \. S
_W___W_"_W____W____W____7 __________

Diagonal A diagonal is one of the basic strokes used to
write cursive lefters. A diagonal stroke slides.

Find the diagonal strokes in each letter. Write the lefters.
@ Circle your best diagonal stroke.

Unit 1«9



The letter _¢¢~ ends with an undercurve. The letter _¢¢/~ ends with a checkstroke.
Write the joinings and the words.

Undercurve-to-Downcurve Undercurve-to-Overcurve Checkstroke-to-Undercurve

A _AAC U U A AT

Be careful not to loop back. Write:
AL/ not 2. 7 not wr

Use your best handwriting to write the letters again.

18 o Unit 2




Undercurve Letters Trace and write. () Circle your best 2 and your best .

The lefters 2~ and £ end with an undercurve. Write the joinings and words.

Undercurve-to-Undercurve

Undercurve-to-Downcurve

Undercurve-to-Overcurve

S AT
J

Keep your loops open. Write:

& not v %nof/é

Use your best handwriting to write the letters again.

Size Circle your
best short letter and
your best tall letter.

Unit2 ¢ 19



Write the words and the phrases.

Join _¢/~ and 2~ at the midline. Write the joinings and the words.

A S AT AT AT

20 e Unit 2
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Paragraph Write a paragraph about what you see in the picture.
Use words in the word bank. Be sure to leave space for margins.

____________________________________ ( My writing has good B
e Shape ]
———————————————————————————————————— @ Size O
@w Spacing [ ]
@ Slant ]

\ J

Unit 1 ¢ 21



&, 5/ and Z_are not joined fo the lefter that follows.

Write the names of landmarks.

Remember to keep loops open. Write:

& not /@, =/ not J, °f/noi ,Z’/

Use your best handwriting to write the letters again.

68  Unit 3




Undercurve-Diagonal Letters Trace and write. (@ Circle your best K and

72 is joined to the lefter that follows, but 7~ and & are not.

Write the names of cities.

Begin with an undercurve stroke. Write: Shape Circle your
ot P, Fonot £, L'not & three best letters
with an undercurve
Use your best handwriting to write the letters again. beginning.

Unit 3 69



Write the names of baseball teams.

Borarmr Ty Tz

ﬁWO%»WW%W

[ Basetball 2 Lal Bx%ow |
T Melmel 5 sthin Guarde L

Write the note about baseball equipment.

70 e Unit 3



Timeline This timeline is out of order. Write the dates and events in the proper order.
Use your best cursive handwriting. @ Circle your best lefter.

Professional Baseball Timeline

1903 | 1947 1876 1974 19011935

Boston and Jackie Robinson National League Hank Aaron breaks ~ American League George Herman
Pittsburgh play is first African is formed. Babe Ruth’s home is formed. “Babe” Ruth hits
first World Series. American in majors. run record. final home run.

Unit 3 » 71



Cursive in the Real World

Schedule Writing a schedule can help you remember things you must do and places you must
be. It can also help you remember the order in which you will do things. Here is a schedule:

\/\/ecl neso|o>/

Add these items to the schedule. Make sure your tall letters do not bump into the descenders
above them.

Tuescloy 500 A/[AWW 70/4/)/@/ %Oﬁ/ Grandma
V\/eclnesdoy 7:00 woctals atudieqa W Ll

Gudy Kamal, and T Uyaha

@ s

My short letters are half the height of
mg// tall letters. 9 ] My letters have good shape.  []

78 e Unit 4



Use cursive to write a schedule of things you might do next week.
Pay attention to the size of your letters.

Mondoy

TUGSCIO)/

\/\/ed nesdoy

ThUFSCIOy

Fricloy

SCI'I'U r‘cloy

My short letters are half the height of
my fall letters. ]

Unit 4 « 79



Reading Historical Documents

This is the United States Constitution, signed on September 17, 1787. Using the enlarged
text to the right, copy the Preamble of the Constitution in your best cursive handwriting.

& 1O i) sl S N e

The Preamble reads, “We the People
of the United States, in Order to
form a more perfect Union, establish
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility,
provide for the common defence,
promote the general Welfare, and
secure the Blessings of Liberty to
ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain
and establish this Constitution for the
United States of America.”

86 * Unit 4



Reading Historical Documents

On April 19, 1836, Samuel Houston wrote these notes about the upcoming battle
of San Jacinto. Using the enlarged text to the right, copy the excerpt in your best
cursive handwriting.

The excerpt reads, “My country will do justice to those
who serve her. The rights for which we fight will be
secured, and Texas Free. Saml. Houston, Comr. in Chief.”

Unit 4 » 87



Informative/Explanatory

News Story A news story is a factual report about a
current event.

Decide on a fopic for a news story you will write.
Write the subject of your news story below.

Answer these questions to plan your news story.

What %ﬂ%g%gm&a//?

94 e Unit 4




News Story Write your news story. Begin with a sentence that will
get your readers’ attention. Remember to indent the first line of each
paragraph and to leave space for margins.

My writing is legible. ]
I positioned my paper correctly. ]
My writing has uniform slant. ]

Unit 4 » 95
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