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Hil I'm Zaney, and I'll be your handwriting pal
as you learn and practice throughout the year.
Handwriting is an important skill that helps us
communicate our ideas clearly. Let’s get started!
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You write for many reasons at
school, at home, and in your
community. The lessons in this book
will help you write legibly so you
and other people can easily read
what you have written.

Stop and Check

Evaluating your own handwriting is a good habit to form. When
you see the Stop and Check @ sign in this book, stop and circle
the best letter you wrote on that line.

Keys to Legibility
You will see the Keys to Legibility throughout this book. They will

help you remember to check the Shape, Size, Spacing, and Slant of
your writing to make sure it is easy to read.

ARRI
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Writing Positions and Basic Strokes

Sit comfortably. Keep your feet flat on the floor if you can. Rest both arms on the desk.
Shift your paper as you write.

Paper Position

Left Hand Right Hand

Pencil Position Rest the pencil near your big knuckle.

/ Hold the pencil with your first \

two fingers and thumb.

Point the pencil —>
toward your left elbow.

Bend your
thumb.

Left Hand T T Right Hand
Rest your last two fingers on the paper.

Practice the basic cursive strokes.
Undercurve Downcurve

<«—— Point the pencil
toward your right shoulder.

~

P S o

Overcurve Diagonal

c 4 C / /
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Cursive Letters and Numerals Look at the cursive letters and numerals shown below. Use them to help you write
answers to the questions.

Qo Bt Co i Ev FZ 2y
N O P Qp For So TE
e Vor War Xwr Yy Yy
/S 2 3 4 5 6 7 5 9 /0

Write some lefters that have undercurves. //

—
Write some letters that have downcurves. ¢~ /

Write some lefters that have overcurves. @ //

Write some letters that have diagonal strokes. 7/ /

Write the lefters and numerals you already write well.

Write the letters and numerals you want fo improve.
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: Vi /
AN TANS LA A l‘A’Al‘Jlll

ALLUANATIL VA

J

Pull diagonal strokes to the baseline. Write:
not A _Lnot

Check other samples of your writing for diagonal strokes
that need improvement.

8 ¢ Unit 2

Shape Circle your
three best letters that
have an undercurve

beginning.




Undercurve Lelters Trace and write.

Y p
/1144114 AN 41144111/11

gL P /)
AAAAN AT 4’411

Make diagonal strokes parallel. Write:

AL not 0 _¢ not D

Check other samples of your writing for diagonal strokes
that need improvement.
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End the loop with a diagonal stroke. Write: Size Circle your
2 not o A not )\/ ;rz*rteecjsbes’r short

Check other samples of your writing for diagonal strokes
that need improvement.
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Undercurve Lelters Trace and write.

Make the first undercurve deep enough to keep the
loop open. Write:

/%noi/% /%/noi//L/ %noi%

Check other samples of your writing for loops that need
improvement.
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Adjectives The words in the box are adjectives. Adjectives describe nouns and pronouns.

plrasant — fabulbous — elegant  Aeautiful

Write an adjective from the box to describe each item.

1. books 7. gifts

2, sweaters 8. songs
3. sports 9. movies
4. sneakers 10. days

5. stories  11. plans
6. news 12. designs

Write a sentence that includes two of the phrases you wrote above.

14 e Unit 2
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@ Size ]
@ww Spacing []
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Vocabulary Entry Use the handwriting skills you've learned to complete the page.
1. Study these tips for legible writing.

¢ For letters with undercurve endings, the undercurve swings wide to begin the next lefter.

undercurve-to-undercurve: write %///t/ not %M/ .
undercurve-to-downcurve: write /40 not /%0’

v/ For letters with overcurve endings, the overcurve crosses at the baseline and swings
up to begin the next letter.

overcurve-to-undercurve: write a not /U

overcurve-to-overcurve: write W/ not W

¢ For letters with checkstroke endings, the checkstroke swings right to begin the next letter.
checkstroke-to-undercurve: write 02 not .

checkstroke-to-downcurve: write /2722 not 1a_~.

2. look at this part of a student’s vocabulary paper. Underline joinings that need improvement.

2 O i

Conre s /&éww/z/ "y, /MMW /(M%m/
A ersta

3. Rewrite the student’s vocabulary entry correctly. Then write a vocabulary entry of your own.
Pay attention to the tips for legible writing. Remember to leave space for margins. Circle your best word.
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Write the sentence.

Make the loop in =& and =/ about one-half the letter height.

Write: )69 not ):Q %V not %

Check other samples of your writing for loops that need
improvement.

Slant Circle three
words you wrote that
have good slant.
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Undercurve-Diagonal Letters Trace and write.

Retrace after the diagonal stroke to avoid loops. Write:

pnoi@ 78nof @ Qnoi @_

Check other samples of your writing for undercurve-
diagonal lefters that need improvement.
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Joinings

Write the joinings and words.

¢, C, and & are joined to the letter that follows. The undercurve swings to form the first curve of the next letter.
The joining must be wide enough to allow room for joining to the next letter.

ar  ar  dd Ay A v

U ilarnia Lo arndiia A dniatin Cloctin

Co Ch  Ca  Co  Cyp  Cp

4 Joinings Cursive lefters O/ond ﬁore not

ﬁ joined to the letter that follows.
\.
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Joinings
Write the joinings and words. @ Circle your three best joinings.

L and 72 are joined to the letter that follows. The undercurve joining must be wide enough to allow room
for joining to the next letter.

/Lo /la Nleed Jliinae

VY, Vi N MNowae

# and X are joined to the lefter that follows. The loop in # swings across the letter and slightly down to
allow room for joining to the next letter.

Ao Arr Mard Motd

K Ko Kent Kaypak

J

w, %, and % are joined to the letter that follows. The overcurve ending in % and 2 crosses at the
baseline, then continues up and wide fo form the downcurve letter.

J 74 74 J J
Lo Y Loo Lap
ad ad A J J

to the letter that follows. Joining Z is optional.

ﬁ goloinings Cursive letters &/ and A/ are not joined
\
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Facts About Space The following sentences contain facts about space. The sentences are scrambled. Unscramble each
sentence. Be sure fo begin your sentences with an uppercase letter. Here's a hint: you will use these uppercase letters:

G L PR

50 e Unit 3
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Report Use the handwriting skills you've learned to complete the page.

1. Study these tips for legible writing. They will help you avoid common handwriting
errors when you write.

v/ In cursive writing, use cursive uppercase lefters.

Wriie)é%nof G’
Write 7\9 not Q

v/ Make sure all uppercase letters are fall.

Write J%/w not J/é(/
Write JM/W not M%M/X/

2. look at the beginning of this student’s report. Underline letters that need improvement.
' ' [ Nile
Cgataa cwty on/ the

3. Rewrite the student’s report correctly. Then, on a piece of paper, write a report about a city of your choice. Pay
attention to the tips for legible writing. Remember fo leave space for margins. @ Circle your best word.
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Reading Historical Documents

On June 18, 1812, President James Madison signed an Act of Congress declaring war against England, known
as the War of 1812. Using the enlarged text to the right, copy the excerpt in your best cursive handwriting.

The excerpt reads: AN ACT declaring
war between the United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Ireland and the
dependencies thereof, and the United
States of America and their territories.

AN ACT
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Reading Historical Documents

On March 10, 1876, Alexander Graham Bell wrote a notebook entry describing the first telephone call. Using
the enlarged fext to the right, copy the excerpt from the notebook in your best cursive handwriting.

i U R o R AT TR e

PR A L. R . e L
e B AN R S .
ool ik il = D i, W W W lives o LA fion
Wiliom st~ O st S sl fosi A
e it ey e, e ’/f o

£ ,A.r R
7 #‘mm o

A-f _afm#,j,p; ?,/
qﬂw-d%ﬂm-;loéa;i.;‘&-}

,1.{.,4!.6&*~£.f.x:un!—a-ﬂu—-r'-_

plod & it . it "',";/ oda

= 4{,.__.( r..,._ xfﬂ"z_
7 &

"{}M ‘ﬁ‘.ﬁnéfdlﬁ = \
ﬁ P ) ﬁ/.,——-—" hﬂf — ﬂwé ,-’:Zfr — F prandt
M#ﬂf e, :
- ’,/" .'” ,gf__/r,_ "".F""'f/ %f(‘,%,ffé _,-;J,.r porF o _}..'-.f\-:""-(

S iL
f/‘..a-'/df.,d-e?/ %}"/ JKW /!@{qﬁ/ 1,;{-_/ i -,:;_.-"'t., 4 |

J

— bx:‘. .../m.uc.
e P b 2PN Al ,(;,é‘_._-rr.m";{c
- u-:aé....-..d'.,{... AR ST B A
Y e T vt 7 i
e sl & B
--e’-ﬁ Rosnoisg strsd— e s

The excerpt reads: “Mr. Watson —
Come here — I want to see you.” To my
delight he came and declared that he
had heard and understood what [ said.
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Talent or Hard Work? Which is more important: talent or hard work?
Complete the graphic organizer with a claim, supporting reasons, and
evidence (facts or examples).

Reason 1

Fact/Example

Claim

Fact/Example

\ Reason 2

Fact/Example
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Talent or Hard Work? Use the information from your graphic organizer to write an argument essay.
Be sure to introduce your claim and organize your reasons and evidence clearly. Remember to indent
the first line of each paragraph you write and leave space for margins.
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