Annotated Sample Lesson
Grade 3 Launching Unit Excerpt

Welcome to

Jump Into Writing!

In this annotated sample lesson yellow boxes highlight key elements in the Teacher Guide.

How to Use This Resource
Lesson Overview
A standard lesson plan is shown below. Mentor Text Read-Aloud lessons and Share and Celebrate Writing
lessons vary from the standard lesson plan.

Personal Narratives | Lesson 13

Using Dialogue
See at a glance
materials and
preparation needed
for each lesson.

Students bring their
Writer’s Notebooks
and a pencil or pen
to every writing
workshop.

Objective: Students will use dialogue to add details about the plot and
characters and move the story forward.

MATERIALS
•
•
•
•

Yard Sale by Eve Bunting
Anchor Chart 13, p. 115
Sample Texts 13a, 13b, pp. 116–117
Writer’s Notebooks

Mark pages 4, 9, and 23 of Yard Sale.

Writers use dialogue, spoken words between
characters in a story, to move the story
forward. They help readers keep track of
who is speaking by using quotation marks,
dialogue tags, and paragraph breaks.
Dialogue gives readers more information
about the characters and makes readers feel
like the characters have come to life.
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| Revising

(10 min.)

Use prior knowledge to help students connect to dialogue.

PREPARE
BACKGROUND

Background explains
the main teaching
point, including what
students will learn and
why and how they will
use the strategies in
their writing.
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Ask students to think about dialogue they have read in one of their
favorite stories. Tell them to imagine what a story without dialogue
would be like. Would it be as interesting? Would they get to know the
characters as well?

Tell students that today they will consider how dialogue can be used to
add details to the events in a story, bring characters to life, and expand
the relationships between characters.

Begin each 10-minute
Minilesson with a Hook to
engage students and connect
to their prior knowledge.

Pair students with more English-speaking-proﬁcient partners.
Have them take turns writing dialogue between two people in the
personal narrative. Tell each partner to write a single, short sentence
in response to the other partner. Encourage students to use ideas
from this dialogue in their writing to advance the story.

Support for English
learners is provided
in every lesson.

Jump Into Writing!
Grade 3 Annotated Lesson

In Teach/Model, introduce the
lesson topic with an Anchor Chart,
show examples from the mentor
text, and model using your own
writing or the provided Sample Text.

Lesson 13
In Active Engagement,
students briefly try out
what was modeled.

Active Engagement

Teach/Model
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Introduce dialogue using Anchor Chart 13. Use the
anchor chart to explain why writers use dialogue and
how they help readers keep track of who is speaking.

Have students practice using dialogue.

Have students choose a piece of narrative writing
from their writer’s notebooks that would benefit
from some dialogue or better dialogue.

Use Yard Sale to show examples of dialogue. Read
aloud the following examples of dialogue in Yard Sale
and explain the purpose of the dialogue.

Tell students to star a few places where they might
add or revise dialogue to advance the story and
help readers understand the characters and
their relationships better.

Example 1 (page 4)

Explain that the dialogue helps bring the
characters to life. They don’t say much, which
advances the story by showing how Callie and her
parents aren’t happy about moving to the new
apartment.

Ask a few students to share how they decided
which places to star in their writing.

Point out the dialogue tags that show who is
speaking.
Example 2 (page 9)

Tell students the dialogue reveals that Callie put
crayon marks on the headboard of her bed. This
advances the story by adding details.

Point out the quotation marks and the paragraph
breaks that indicate there is a new speaker.
Model using dialogue. Use your own personal
narrative or Sample Text 13a and 13b to show
students how to use dialogue to add details and
advance the story. Point out your use of quotation
marks, dialogue tags, and paragraph breaks.

Optional Shared Writing, included
in some lessons, extends the
minilesson and provides more
practice with the lesson topic in a
whole-group setting.

(15 min.)

Scaffolded
lessons provide a
gradual release of
responsibility.

Tell students that today they will spend time writing dialogue for a personal
narrative together.

Invite the class to choose a writing topic that will work well in the personal narrative
genre, such as moving to a new city, the ﬁrst day of school, or going on a trip.

G

Have students turn and talk about their topic ideas.
Select one idea and announce it to the class.

Ask students to suggest sentences for a lead for the personal narrative.
Encourage them to suggest dialogue that brings characters to life and adds
details to the events. Write their ideas on the board. Model using quotation
marks and dialogue tags correctly.

Using Dialogue |
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Jump Into Writing!
Grade 3 Annotated Lesson

Lesson Overview (cont.)

Start Here

Prepare
Students
to Write

Independent Writing

Ask students to write their
plan for today in a plan box
on a page in their Writer’s
Notebook.
Explain that they might
focus on adding dialogue
to their writing or use
other previously learned
strategies.

am I?”
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(30–40 min.)
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| Revising

Writing Time

Have students move to their focus spots and begin writing.
Students should write silently for the first 5–10 minutes. Then
begin conferring and/or meeting with small groups as students
continue to write.

Help the student cut
unnecessary dialogue or add
dialogue as needed. Refer to
page 9 in Yard Sale or use your
own model to show an example
of how just a sprinkle of dialogue
in a scene can have a big
impact. Point out that too much
dialogue can make a piece
tedious or confusing to read.
Ask the student how his or her
piece of writing is developing
and if he or she has any
questions about a particular
part of the writing.

One-on-one Conferring
options help you get to know
your students better as writers
and move them toward
meeting their writing goals.

al

Review dialogue using Anchor
Chart 13. Remind students of
the key points discussed and
the examples shared.
Have students make a writing
plan for today.

xii

Flexible time frames
accommodate
individual classrooms.

on

Prepare Students to
Write by reviewing
the lesson topic and
having them make a
writing plan to keep
them on track during
Independent Writing.

Students write silently
for 5–10 minutes before
conferences and smallgroup work begin.

o pt

i

Show students an example of
dialogue that does not advance
the story. For example: “Hi,” I said.
“Hi,” she said. “How are you?” I
asked. “Good. How are you?”
she said. Discuss why that kind
of dialogue is not effective. Then
have students look for dialogue
in their own writing that can
be revised so it adds interesting
details, brings characters to life,
and moves the story forward.
Choose a topic from the
Additional Minilessons, or
determine your own topic
based on students’ needs.

Small Groups address a
common need or push
students further in their
writing.

Jump Into Writing!
Grade 3 Annotated Lesson

Intervention and Enrichment
options provide differentiated
instruction for individual students
or small groups.

Lesson 13
Differentiated Instruction
Intervention

Enrichment

Have students identify the turning points in
their own personal narratives and try adding
dialogue to indicate the turning point.
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personal narrative that involves two people
but doesn’t include dialogue.
Ask students to imagine what the two people
would be saying and feeling in that moment.
Help students add dialogue that advances
the story by showing what the characters
are like and how they relate to each other,
as well as important details about the plot.

Tell students that sometimes dialogue is
strategically placed in the most important
part of a story to create drama or indicate
a turning point.

Read aloud page 23 in Yard Sale and note
the effect the woman’s questions have on
Callie (a shiver runs through her and she
begins to cry).

(5–10 min.)

Ask students to reflect on their writing.
Ask students to turn and talk to
a partner about the writing they
did today. Encourage them to talk
about questions they still have or
new insights they have on using
dialogue.
Tell students to jot down notes
about their discussion.

Have students share their reflections
with the class.

Ask a few volunteers to refer to their
notes and share their reflections.
Remind them that sharing their
insights with each other helps
everyone in their community of
writers move forward in their own
writing.

Wrap up the lesson in 5–10 minutes
with Reflect and Share. Students
reflect on their work during writing
workshop and share their insights
and/or writing.

Teacher Tip offers
a helpful piece of
advice in every
lesson.

Encourage students to vary
the dialogue tags in their
writing and not use “said”
repeatedly.
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Learn more about the Jump Into Writing!
writing workshop curriculum for Grades 2–5.
zaner-bloser.com/jumpintowriting
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